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beliefs of the far East, in all courtesy and respect for the feelings
of professing Christians.

The Redemption, the basis of Christianity, finds no place, no
parallel; indeed, so far from sympathy, it is received with abhor-
rence by the great majority of natives, the educated especially,
however carefully the feeling may be suppressed in the company
of missionaries and foreigners avowedly enthusiastic Christians.
The idea of the Deity lampooned by Bobbie Burns, in his satire
on the "Elect," finds no place in the religious conception of the
natives of the extreme Orient. Sacrifice, much less propitiatory
sacrifice of such awful character, and the Sacrament of the
Church, was an incredible mystery. Its, necessity could not be
understood by those who were asked to accept as a God of love
a deity that permitted, much lessr demanded, the perpetuation of
such a doctrine.

The justice, too, of a priesthood being competent to remit sins
at the last moment, and place the most wicked on the same level
with the most virtuous, is another difficulty. That sin should
be forgiven under such conditions, is viewed as a direct incentive
to wrong-doing, if it can be finally cancelled whenever it suits
the wicked one to become good.

Budhism is much discussed nowadays ; but it is greatly mis-
understood, often, I fear, wilfully misstated. To take any one
local or sectarian phase and the less admirable features of this
as representing the general and fundamental principles is, inten-
tional or not, too often the suggestio falsi as well as the suppressio
veri, if not worse even.

Budhism teaches that mankind should work out each for
themselves their own salvation, and rectify the ills caused by
fellow-mortals by reasonable human effort.

Superhuman or supernatural aids for the present or for the
hereafter appear necessary in the teachings of certain sects
whose dogma is of later development, derived from other than
pure Budhistic sources.

To those who seek a personal salvation, by merit or otherwise,
this is not altogether denied; but to those who attain to the
higher ideals something far higher, much less selfish, more noble,,
is offered. Amongst the educated classes formal prayers and
religious observance are less general than amongst the illiterate.

An illustration, one of a series of caricatures, represents an
old woman reckoning upon her abacus, in front of a gilt image,
her good and evil deeds from the entries in a book open in the
lap of the idol.

Some of the Japanese with whom I have talked, quite agree
with those Eoman Catholics who do not deem the Bible, in its.